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Amsterdam invites photographers for a ‘sexual 
adventure’ 
 
AMSTERDAM- April 1st sees the launch of Pride Photo Award 2011. It is the first 
international photo contest on sexual and gender diversity ever to be held. The contest 
starts on April 1st and ends on June 30th. The winning photographs will be exhibited in 
Amsterdam, The Netherlands throughout September and will then travel to the 
countries of the winners.  
 
Pride Photo Award challenges the stereotypical view most people have of masculinity and 
femininity and of LGBT’s (lesbians, gays, bisexuals and transgenders). 
 
Dennis Boutkan, chairman of Pride Photo Award: “Most people have a traditional view of 
masculinity and femininity: you need to be a ‘real man’ or a ‘real woman’. Pride Photo 
Award shows that there as many variations of gender as there are individuals. There is no 
such thing as a ‘real man’. The media often portrays the LGBT community in a stereotypical 
fashion. We invite photographers to show the other sides. Join us for this adventure; enter the 
contest with photos that show non-stereotypical images of gender and the diversity of the 
LGBT community.” 
 
Pride Photo Award is an annual contest for top quality photography from all over the world. 
A jury of internationally renowned experts will select the best photos. Foam_Photography 
Museum Amsterdam curates the exhibition.  
 
The theme for the 2011 edition is ‘Straight back at you’: the way the outside world reacts to 
people who are different from the norm. These can be both positive and negative reactions. 
This theme is chosen after continued reports of bullying and aggression against LGBT’s in 
Holland. 
 
In 2010 Pride Photo Award kicked off with an exhibition based on existing photographic 
material, as a foretaste of the scope and the kind of images the organization is looking for. 
These photos are still on view on the Pride Photo Award website.  
 
Ahmed Marcouch, Member of the Dutch Parliament and member of the endorsing committee 
of Pride Photo Award: “In Holland everyone should be able to be themselves without fear of 
aggression. An initiative like Pride Photo Award is a great contribution to putting Amsterdam 
back in the spotlights as Gay Capital.”.   
 
Pride Photo Award is an initiative of  the COC Amsterdam, IHLIA (International gay and 
Lesbian Information centre and Archive) and the Homomonument Foundation. Foam_ 
Photography Museum Amsterdam and World Press Photo support the initiative.  
 
 
Note for the editors 

- For more information: Joeri Kempen, Project Manager and spokesperson, +31-6-
52.010.227,  jkempen@pridephotoaward.org 

- For visual material please contact: Charles Wijnen Gonzales, +31-6-58.88.51.91, 
PR@pridephotoaward.org  

- Website Pride Photo Award:  www.pridephotoaward.org 


